
 
 
 
 

Le chant des lignées 
Songs of Lineage: From Mali to Québec via Europe 

 
In this program, Ensemble Scholastica will 
feature the medieval music of West Africa. 
The great musical traditions of countries 
such as Mali, Guinea and Senegal have 
their roots in this period. The griots 
(singers of the Mandingo peoples) had an 
important role as transmitters of 
knowledge and ideas and as storytellers, a 
legacy that continues to this day. The 
principal work of their repertoire was the 
accounting of the life and lineage of 
Soundiata Keita, founder of the Empire of 
Mali (13th-14th centuries). This great epic 
recounts a facinating and occasionally 
magical story that continues to assemble 
and delight audiences today. 
 
Narration, fantasy and succession are also themes in European music of the Middle Ages, sometimes in 
surprising ways. With this programme, we will find some common ground between these two historical 
traditions, and give our medieval music fans a chance to discover the wonderful sound and rich history 
of classical Mandingo singing. We have invited a great artist to share the scene with us. Djely Tapa was 
born in Mali to an illustrious family of griots and has called Montréal her home for 20 years. She was 
acclaimed as Radio Canada’s 2019-2020 “Révélation” in world music, and received a Juno award for best 
world music album in 2020. Djely Tapa will be accompanied by her frequent musical partner, the kora 
player Diely Mori Tounkara. 
 
The premiere performance of this program will be given on May 12, 2024, at the Chapelle Notre-Dame-
de-Bon-Secours in Montréal. On August 25, we will present it for Concerts de la Chapelle, in Saint-
Camille, a town in the Eastern Townships that is twined with the village of Dégnékoro in Mali. Other 
cultural events in St-Camille will accompany this event.  
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